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WYSS 2024 Plenary Session celebrates
youth development and global partner-
ships

Plenary session of WYSS 2024
Photo credit: Zhejiang Daily

From November 15 to 17, the World Young Scientist
Summit 2024 (WYSS 2024), co-hosted by CAST
and the Zhejiang Provincial Government, took place
in Wenzhou, Zhejiang Province. Under the theme
“Converging the World’s Talents, Creating a Better
Future,” the summit focused on the annual topic of
“Youth Innovation: Fostering New Quality Produc-
tive Forces.” Designed to encourage open dialogue,
practical collaboration, and contributions to econom-
ic and social development, the event attracted nearly
800 scientists, entrepreneurs, educators, and young
technology professionals from 63 international
science and technology organizations in 71 countries
and regions. Together, they explored youth develop-
ment and celebrated global partnerships.

“Young people have a natural advantage in scien-
tific and technological innovation,” said CAST
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President Wan Gang in
his keynote address. He
highlighted how rapid
advances in informati-
zation, digitization, and
intelligentization are
transforming research
paradigms, empower-
ing young scientists
to access knowledge
and information more
comprehensively and
efficiently. This prog-
ress, he noted, enables
them to “stand on the
shoulders of giants,”
to make new break-
throughs.

Tshilidzi Marwala, UN
Under-Secretary-Gen-
eral and Rector of the
United Nations Univer-
sity, echoed this senti-
ment. “Young scientists
play a pivotal role in
driving frontier science,
nurturing regional inno-
vation ecosystems, and
fostering international
collaboration.”

A highlight of the summit
was the announcement
and recognition of the
winners of the 18th China
Youth Science and Tech-
nology Award which
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honors young scientists
for exceptional contri-
butions to fundamental
research, engineering,
and technology transfer.
Four young scientists
from the US, the UK,
France, and China were
presented the 2024
Young Scientist SDGs
Award for innovative
work advancing the
UN’s Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals. The
event also marked the
official establishment
of the World Associa-
tion of Young Scientists
(WAYS).

Since its inception,
WYSS has continued
to champion the vision
of building a global
community of shared
future. By promoting
youth-led innovation, the
summit aims to inspire
confidence, generate
wisdom, and unite efforts
to address pressing glob-
al challenges and ensure
technological progress
serves the greater good
of humanity.

(Source: Xinhua News
Agency)
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Events in Focus

Universal Gravitation 1t: A unique celebra-
tion of science

On November 14, the launch ceremony for the
WYSS 2024 “Universal Gravitation n”” Event and
“Light of Science” Torch Relay kicked off. This inau-
gural WYSS event provided a dynamic platform for
young scientists to connect, share ideas, and bond
over their shared passion for innovation and discov-

ery.

The event featured a mix of exhibition spaces, semi-
nars, social hubs, and public access areas, showcasing
cutting-edge innovations and displays of China’s intan-
gible cultural heritage alongside a fascinating science
marketplace. The theme of the event—drawing young
minds together like gravity draws celestial bodies—
was symbolized by the limitless potential of 7.

In the exhibition area, the “Leading the Future”
Cutting-Edge Technology Enterprise Exhibition
showcased innovations from more than 20 global

RT-G spherical robot attracts children in the exhibition area
Photo credit: news.cn



A young scientist presents his research in the poster roadshow area
Photo credit: Official website of WYSS

tech companies. Highlights included Baidu’s autono-
mous robotaxi Apollo Go, the RT-G spherical robot,
and a pocket-sized 3D scanner, offering visitors high-
ly interactive and immersive experiences with these
new technologies.

The event also created dedicated space for young
scientists, research institutions, and enterprises to
present their research on posters. This provided visi-
tors a one-stop experience to explore the latest global
advancements in science and technology.

Stephen Hovath, founder and partner of SilkRoad
Cooperation, a German think tank, commented that
the projects demonstrated groundbreaking models
for transforming traditional industries, developing
emerging sectors, and nurturing future innovations.
He expressed confidence in the future of ‘Made in
China’ products and their potential to shape the glob-
al market.

(Sources: Official WeChat account of the Wenzhou

Association for Science and Technology and thepa-
per.cn)
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WYSS Forum on
International Scien-
tific Organization
Cooperation and
Exchange empow-
ers young scientists
in global partner-
ships

As a new wave of tech-
nological advancements
and industrial trans-
formations accelerates
worldwide, innova-
tion has entered a
new era of intensity
and opportunity. On
November 15, 2024,
the WYSS Forum on
International Scientific
Organization Cooper-
ation and Exchange,
hosted by WAYS,
convened in Wenzhou,
Zhejiang Province.
Themed “Empowering
Young Scientists and
Strengthening Interna-
tional Cooperation,”
the forum tackled
pressing topics includ-
ing “International
Engagement of Young
Scientists,” “Scien-
tific Leadership,”
and “Cross-Regional
Collaboration” and
underscored the pivotal



Group photo of forum participants
Photo credit: Official website of WYSS

role young scientists play in driving global inno-
vation and progress.

WAYS Chairperson Lu Chaoyang highlighted the
association’s mission to unite young scientists to
address global challenges. Through partnerships and
collaboration, WAYS aims to build a dynamic and
inclusive platform to foster innovation and coopera-
tion.

The forum facilitated lively discussions that moved
from theory to practical action and from cross-disci-
plinary dialogue to large-scale international collab-
orations. Gabriela Ivan, Communications Officer
for Partnerships and Membership Development at
the International Science Council (ISC), expressed
enthusiasm for working with WAY'S, noting shared
goals of capacity building, scientific exchange, and
youth participation in international initiatives and the
importance of working together to address common
global challenges.

(Source: news.cn)
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Youth from ten
countries launch
International Coop-
eration Initiative on
Youth Practice of
Pact for Future

On November 16,
2024, the WYSS Glob-
al Youth Innovation,
Entrepreneurship and
Incubation Forum
convened with over 120
participants including
youth representatives
from Denmark, France,
Hungary, Serbia, the
UK, Egypt, Chile, Spain,
Venezuela, and Senegal
as well as represen-
tatives from research
institutions, investment
organizations, and
the media. They held
active discussions on
sustainable development
cooperation in the areas
of technological inno-
vation, trade and invest-
ment, green growth, and
cultural exchange.

Ambassador Mikael
Hemniti Winther, Consul
General of Denmark
in Shanghai, empha-
sized that innovation
remains the core driver
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Participants of the forum
Photo credit: Official website of WYSS

of Denmark’s continuous development. He described
WYSS as Wenzhou’s “golden calling card” and a
bridge for deeper collaboration. Looking ahead, he
said that Denmark would actively promote partner-
ships in economic development, technological inno-
vation, and clean energy with WYSS.

Morten Ugelvig Andersen, Vice Chairperson of the
WYSS Technical Program Committee and CEO
of Venture Cup Denmark, underscored the fruitful
collaboration between the two organizations. He
expressed hope to expand the scope and deepen the
cooperation to achieve resource sharing and mutual
benefits.

Youth representatives from ten countries including
China, the UK, Spain, Finland, Egypt, Chile, Canada,
France, Hungary, and Serbia shared personal stories
and aspirations for a global community of shared
future. Alongside Morten Ugelvig Andersen, these
young leaders launched the International Cooperation
Initiative on Youth Practice of the Pact for the Future.

(Source: Official website of WYSS)
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World Association
of Young Scientists
inaugurated to
unite global youth
for sustainable
future

On November 17, 2024,
the World Association
of Young Scientists
(WAYS) was officially
launched during the
WYSS 2024 Plenary
Session. The associa-
tion brings 46 founding
members—including
universities, research
institutions, and corpo-
rate alliances—from 23
countries across Asia,
Europe, the Americas,
and Africa together.
Representing diverse
fields such as physics,
chemistry, medicine,
geospatial studies, and
environmental science,
WAYS aims to create
a global platform for
young scientists to
exchange ideas, collab-
orate, and contribute
to a sustainable future.
The association seeks to
champion the principle
of “science for good”
and drives technological
innovation to address
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Inauguration ceremony of WAYS
Photo credit: Official WeChat account of VOC
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global challenges. By aligning its mission with the
UN’s Sustainable Development Goals, WAYS aspires
to harness the creativity and energy of young scien-
tists to build a global community of shared future.

By hosting the annual WYSS event, WAYS will
focus on fostering international collaboration and
supporting research innovation that advances sustain-
able development. It also plans to enhance public
awareness of science’s role in sustainability, establish
partnerships with international organizations, and
promote knowledge-sharing among emerging scien-
tific leaders.

WAYS Chairperson Lu Chaoyang highlighted the
association’s potential to attract top talent and foster
youth-driven solutions. WAYS will channel the
collective wisdom of young scientists to improve
human well-being and address pressing global chal-
lenges.

Ashutosh Tiwari, Secretary-General of the Interna-

tional Association of Advanced Materials (IAAM),
noted that the association offers a unique opportunity
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to empower the next
generation of scientists,
unite global talent and
resources, and accel-
erate progress toward
sustainable develop-
ment. He encouraged
similar organizations to
collaborate with WAY'S
to amplify their impact
and advance regional
and global high-quality
growth through science
and innovation.

(Source: Official WeChat
account of VOC)

Four young scien-
tists recognized
forinnovationsin
sustainable devel-
opment

On November 17, four
exceptional young scien-
tists were honored with
the prestigious 2024
Young Scientist SDGs
Award during the WYSS
2024 Plenary Session.
The award highlights
innovative contributions
to the United Nations’
17 Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs) and
the Global Development
Initiative (GDI), recog-
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Awards ceremony for the 2024 Young Scientist SDGs Award
Photo credit: Official website of WYSS

nizing achievements in eight categories of scientific
research or applied engineering technologies that
address critical global challenges. It also inspires
more young scientists to contribute their expertise
toward sustainable development.

This year’s recipients—Professor Guihua Yu (Univer-
sity of Texas at Austin), Professor Simon Gosling
(University of Nottingham), Professor Damien Voiry
(University of Montpellier), and Boya Distinguished
Professor Guo Shaojun (Peking University)—were
acknowledged for groundbreaking work in areas
ranging from advanced nanomaterial synthesis and
interdisciplinary climate change research to membrane
chemistry and hydrogen energy technologies.

“These are challenging times, but seeing so many
brilliant minds dedicated to advancing science gives
me hope,” said Damien Voiry. “Together, we can
discover solutions that deepen our understanding of
the world and create meaningful change for humanity
and the planet.”

The award recognizes up to five scientists annually
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for outstanding research
in sustainable develop-
ment. Open to research-
ers worldwide, it honors
integrity in innovation
and encourages the
exploration of bold,
transformative ideas.

(Sources: news.cn and
China Science Daily)

Dialogue with Scien-
tists

Young scientists
champion open
collaboration and
power of youth in
research

In a rapidly evolv-
ing world, addressing
shared global challenges
demands international
collaboration and open
exchange of ideas like
never before. This was
the central theme voiced
by the recipients at the
2024 Young Scientist
SDGs Award Ceremony
on November 17.

Professor Simon Gosling
from the University of
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Nottingham, UK, empha-
sized his unique role
as a “bridge” connect-
ing policymakers with
scientists across diverse
disciplines. By weaving
evidence from climate
science, engineering,
ecology, and crop science
together, Gosling aims to
underscore the urgency
of climate action at all
levels.

“Sustainable develop-
ment calls for global
cooperation, and young
scientists are at the heart
of this process,” Simon
shared. “Their youth
gives them the time and
energy to build teams
and discover better
solutions. Platforms like
WYSS are invaluable
for fostering interdis-
ciplinary exchange—
whether through presen-
tations, speeches, or
casual coffee chats, these
interactions help amplify
research to broader audi-
ences.”

Professor Damien Voiry
from the University of
Montpellier, France,
highlighted an interest-
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ing phenomenon at the
summit: parents bringing
their children to exhi-
bitions and exchange
activities. “These young
attendees might not
understand the complex-
ities of science yet, but
sparking interest is key,”
he said. “Some may one
day embark on research
careers and contribute to
society.”

Boya Distinguished
Professor Guo Shaojun
from Peking University
talked about the pivotal
role young researchers
play in China’s scientific
innovation, supported
by national initiatives
designed to nurture their
growth. Yet he pointed
out a critical need for
stronger collaborative
platforms that unite
talent from enterprises,
engineering, and basic
research. “In basic
research, we need more
support to encourage
young talent to commit
to long-term projects,”
Guo said. “I hope enter-
prises can foster better
cultures and provide
platforms and fund-

ing to work alongside
universities and research
institutions in promoting
scientific progress.”

Professor Guihua Yu
from the University of
Texas at Austin rounded
out the discussion by
inspiring young scien-
tists to innovate. “Young
scientists should dream
big and persist in tack-
ling complex global
challenges,” he said.
“This summit provides
an incredible platform
for us to unite and
address intricate issues
that demand collective
global effort.”

(Sources: Official
website of WYSS and
China Science Daily)

Memorable Moments

Highlights from
past WYSS events

Facilitating scientific and
cultural exchange while
fostering youth-driven
innovation are shared
goals within the global
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scientific community.
Since its launch in 2019,
the World Young Scien-
tist Summit (WYSS) has
been committed to build-
ing a global community
of shared future. The
summit provides an open
platform for dialogue,
promoting collaboration
among young scientists,
researchers, and entre-
preneurs from around
the world. Together, they
work toward mutual
benefits by harnessing
collective wisdom and
strengthening global
confidence to address the
world’s most pressing
challenges.

A global cooperation
event for joint devel-
opment

* WYSS has deepened
its engagement with
the European scientific
community. In 2022,
the summit established
a European Event in
partnership with 30
renowned universities
and research institu-
tions across Europe,
forming an overseas
liaison expert group of
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20 members from 10 countries. In 2023, its European
Event brought over 60 distinguished scientists, young
researchers, and entrepreneurs together from nearly
20 countries and regions.
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WYSS side event at the China Pavilion at COP 28
Photo credit: Official website of WYSS

* In partnership with the Office of the UN Secre-
tary-General’s Envoy on Youth, WYSS hosted
a promotional event in New York to enhance
its international visibility and influence. At the
28th session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP 28) in Dubai in 2023, the summit organized
a special session on youth innovation for energy
transition at the China Pavilion. This event high-
lighted WYSS’s active contributions to advancing
clean energy transitions and combating global
climate change.

Ahigh-level academic exchange summit

* Guided by the principles of fostering friend-
ship with international scientists, using academic
exchange as a bridge, and cultivating mutual trust,
the summit has partnered with Chinese and global
scientific communities to host flagship events. These
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initiatives include publishing prestigious academic
journals, releasing high-level academic consensus
statements, and providing policy recommendations
alongside actionable solutions.

* In 2020, the WYSS International Forum on Future
Energy convened with young scientists from around
the globe to build consensus and explore innovative
pathways for sustainable energy development. In 2021,
a strategic partnership with Westlake University led to
the creation of the WE Forum, a flagship event designed
to promote an open model of academic exchange and

YOUNG SCIENTISTS' SUMMIT
LOOKS TO SUSTAINABLE FUTURE

Nature’s report of WYSS on February 29, 2024
Photo credit: Official website of Nature

collaboration among
young scientists.

* In 2023, WYSS collab-
orated with the presti-
gious scientific journal
Nature to report on the
summit through the lens-
es of science, youth, and
expertise, which drew
widespread global atten-
tion. On February 29,
2024, Nature published
an article titled “Young
scientists’ summit looks
to sustainable future,”
introducing WYSS to the
global scientific commu-
nity. Shortly after, on
March 4, Nature’s official
WeChat account praised
the summit’s vision and
contributions to sustain-
able development.

(Source: Official website
of WYSS)

Q Introducing VOC — Your gateway to China’s science and technology news

ﬂ’) VOC (Voice of CAST) seeks to share innovative, collaborative, eco-friend-
ly, inclusive, and globally accessible developments with science enthusiasts and
professionals worldwide. It is your go-to platform for academic forums, cutting-
edge research, popular science resources, English journal abstracts, and interna-

tional science and tech conferences happening in China.
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Editor: Ying Wengqi
Proofreader: Wei Yumeng
Designer: Zhang Shan

CAST is the largest non-governmental organization of scientific and technological profes-
sionals in the world. Through its 220 member societies and local branches all over the
country, CAST maintains close ties with millions of Chinese scientists, engineers, and other
professionals working in fields of science and technology.

http://english.cast.org.cn/

newsletter@cast.org.cn

"



